
Fruitfulness on the frontline 1     20/9/20 
 
Pray  
 
Last week Robin was ordained on Saturday  
and presided at his first communion service on Sunday  
and so the home groups started their new series last week  
and I am introducing it to us all this week  
 
This term we are reading this book = Fruitfulness on the frontline  
There will be 8 sermons before end November  
And 8 home group sessions to discuss the same bible passage 
that the sermon has been about  
 
and by way of introduction 
I want to talk about What + Why + How of fruitfulness on the frontline  
 

1 What does fruitfulness on the frontline mean? 
 
We all have a frontline =  
and it is described on page 26 
It’s =   a time or a place - where we meet fairly regularly -  

people who are not yet Christians  
 
QUOTE eg Chris page 25 and 26  
 
and the point is we all have a frontline  
My frontline includes our neighbours  
the 8 households who live nearest to us  
and we often see as we walk to church or to the shops  
 
your frontline is a time or a place  - where we meet fairly regularly   
- people who are not yet Christians  
 
--//-- 
 
Fruitfulness = it is described on page 35  
Any attitude, any word, any action that pleases God 
And then there is a list of examples  
eg an animal properly cared for – a local pond cleared – a person saved, 
healed, fed, given a cup of water, taught, corrected, trained in 
righteousness, defended, rescued from injustice, loved in a godly way 
 
so here in Hungerford this includes  
the litter pick last week – Delivering food parcels for the Foodbank  
donating to the Foodbank – Sandra working in Tesco’s – Lydia working in 
Boots planting trees later on this year  
 
Fruitfulness= any attitude, any word, any action that pleases God  
 
--//-- 
 
And the important bit is every single church member has a frontline  
and for each and every one of us to please God on our frontlines 
 



2 The ultimate goal is - to reconcile ALL THINGS to God 
 
I have said before that I have loved reading this book  
It is by Pete Hughes and it is called All things New  
And it describes the time line of the bible in three steps  
 
Step 1 = Creation – which comes in Genesis 1+2 
 
So lets turn for a moment to Genesis 2 page 4 
Genesis 2.7 
7 Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground  
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,  
and the man became a living being. 
Genesis 2.8  
8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and 
there he put the man he had formed. 
 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground – 
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle 
of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 
10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden 
God planted a garden  
And there were loads of trees in the garden  
Including the tree of life + the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  
And a river flowed in the garden and out beyond the edge of the garden  
Genesis 2.15 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden  
to work it and take care of it. 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die.’ 
So people were placed in the garden to work it and take care of it  
And we had a wide ranging permission  
you are free to eat from any tree in the garden  
and a specific prohibition – there is ONE tree must not eat from  
 
Step 1 = Creation 

Step 2 = De-Creation  
And this comes in Genesis 3-11  
 
This is where people disagree with God  
And think they know better than God  
And become selfish and self centred 
And we can see this reported in the news day by day 
 
So for example  
God says work the garden and take care of it  
And we fill the countryside the rivers and the oceans with our rubbish 
 
God says work the garden and take care of it 
And we burn petrol and diesel and natural gas  
And fill atmosphere with CO2  
So much so that one species after another becomes extinct 
 
Step 2 = De-Creation  



Step 3 = Re-Creation  
And this comes in the rest of the bible  
from Genesis 12 – Revelation 22  
 
It begins with GOD choosing Abraham and saying  
I will bless you that you may be a blessing to all nations  
 
And it continues with GOD saying to us   
I will bless you - that you may be a blessing to Hungerford  
and to the Oxford Diocese - and the ends of the earth  
 
+ it ends with  
The ultimate goal is – to reconcile ALL THINGS to God 
 
So Let’s look at The Ultimate Goal  
Let’s look at what the bible says about heaven  
In Revelation 21.2-5 on page 1249 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s 
dwelling-place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God. 4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death”[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.’ 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything 
new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.’ 
 
God doesn’t throw people away but rather he wants us to be born again 
Similarly God is not going to throw the world away and start again  
But rather he is going to make All Things New  
When he comes down to earth at the end of time  
And makes his dwelling with us on earth  
 

and over in the page Revelation 22.1-3 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the 
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood 
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  
 
Eden will be Re-Created as a Garden City  
 
And the River of Life will be there  
Bringing life giving water to every street  
 
And the streets will be tree lined  
With the tree of life  
 
And God will be in the Garden City with us 
And we will serve him  
 
--//-- 
 
The ultimate goal is - to reconcile ALL THINGS to God 
 
It is God’s mission  
and we are on mission with him  
 
And so We are working towards Gods goal   
When we love God  
+ when we love one another  
when we love our neighbours  
+ when we love nature around us  
 
and this is WHY it is so important  
that each of us is fruitful on our various frontlines  
 
 



3 HOW can we be fruitful on our various frontlines?  
 
Well  
This book proposes a framework of 6 M’s  
And these 6 M’s make up the prayer in the middle of the pew sheet  
So Please can you find this A6 card? 
 
1 Model godly character  
2 Make good work  
3 Minister grace and love  
4 Mould culture 
5 be a Mouthpiece for truth and justice   
6 be a Messenger of the gospel  
 
And I like the way Mark Greene puts this  
Bananas are not the only fruit  
Some people talk as if the only fruit is more people coming to church  
And yes we do want people to come to church  
But Bananas are not the only fruit  
 
And so it is also good to be full of love and joy and peace  
In our ordinary everyday lives  
When we are at the check out at the supermarket  
And when we are talking with the NHS 
 
So HOW can we be fruitful on our particular frontlines? 
Well Bananas are not the only fruit  
This course suggests 6 different ways we can be fruitful   
 

And the second thing to about HOW  
is .... 
How many hours a week are you a follower of Jesus?  
 
And I hope the answer is 24/7  
 
So being a follower of Jesus is not something which only happens  
At the weekend  
And it is not something which only happens in the evenings after work  
But Rather  - We are followers of Jesus 24/7 
 
So when  
Mike Morecroft is a follower of Jesus  
When he mitigating climate change with Natural England  
Henry Jefferies is a follower of Jesus  
When he is teaching his apprentices how to bake bread  
I am a follower of Jesus as much  
when I am chatting with a boater on a narrow boat  
as when I am at an ordination in the Cathedral   
 
How many hours a week are you a follower of Jesus  
I am hoping it is 24/7  
 
--//-- 
 
PRAY  
 
Father please help us to  

Model godly character  
Make good work  
Minister grace and love 
Mould culture 
be a Mouthpiece for truth and justice   
be a Messenger of the gospel  

and may it be all to your glory  
Amen 


