
Matthew 25.1-13 online service     29/3/20 
 
Pray  
 
Today we are continuing to think about Matthew’s gospel  
And we come to Matthew 25 which is three parables about the end times 
So please swipe your way to the Matthew 25  

Or if you have a pew bible it is on page 994 

 

1 The Good News is Jesus is coming to earth again  

 

So Matthew 25.6  
6 ‘At midnight the cry rang out: “Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him!” 
In this story Jesus is the bridegroom  

And eventually after a long delay he arrives  

 

And again in Matthew 25.19 19 ‘After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with them.  
Here the Master is Jesus  

And after a long delay he returns  

 

And again in Matthew 25.31 
31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

he will sit on his glorious throne. 

Jesus favourite way of referring to himself is the son of Man  

And when he come she will come to judge the sheep and the goats  

 

All three parables agree that Jesus is coming to earth again  

 

 

 

 

So in the parable  I read about the 10 virgins 

Jesus is the bridegroom  

and the church is the bride of Christ  

And the kingdom of God will be like a wedding banquet  

 

And the Christian expectation is that the earth will be redeemed  

The earth as we know it will be made new  

It will not be like the Marie Celeste because of coronavirus  

But rather when the king returns  

The earth will be renewed  

And The kingdom of God will be fulfilled  

 

Revelation 21 puts it like this  

Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 “He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death”[b] or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ 

 

If you like Jesus resurrection is like a trailer for a film  

And the film is when the King returns  

And the King gets married to his bride the church  

And the earth is put right  

And there are sighs of relief and shouting for joy – like a wedding feast 

 

1 The Good news is Jesus is coming to earth again  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21+&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-31058b


2 The Bad news is not everyone will be with Jesus on the renewed earth  

 

The truth is I want all of you to be with me on the renewed earth 

And God wants every pone to be with Jesus on the renewed earth  

So 2 Peter 3.9 says God wants none to perish 

And yet Jesus consistently says  

Not everyone will be with Him on the renewed earth 

 

So in the parable of the 10 virgins 

Matthew 25.10 10 

 ‘But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. 
And the door was shut. 
11 ‘Later the others also came. “Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for 
us!” 
12 ‘But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.” 
Some are with the bridegroom in the wedding feats  

And some are excluded  

 

And  the parable of the talents conclude with the words in  

Matthew 25.30  30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Some share their masters happiness  

and some are sent to a place of weeping and anxiety  

 

And in the parable of the sheep and the goats again the final verse 

Matthew 25.46 46 ‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life.’ 
The sheep are part of the Kingdom God  
And the goats go away to the eternal fire  
 

 

 

and I guess that most of us don’t like this message  

We want - everyone to end up with Jesus on the renewed earth  

But that is not what these parables say  

It feels to me - a bit like the bad news of coronavirus 

I would much prefer everyone to live  

But if I have understood the numbers correctly 3% are likely to pass away  

And that is just the way it is  

 

And Jesus teaching is consistent  

2 The Bad news is – Not everyone will be with Jesus on the renewed 

earth 

  



3 HOW can we be ready? 

 

So going back to our three parables  

The parable of the 10 virgins  

Matthew 25.13 
 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
Is simply saying we need to be ready  
 
The parable of the talents  
Matthew 23.21  
 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! 
This means we need to be faithful to God  
And we do that by giving him our time  
in weekly worship and daily devotions  
 
and in the parable of the sheep and the goats  
The sheep are rewarded in Matthew 25.35 because 
 35... I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
 I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, 
 I was ill and you looked after me, 
 I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
And the truth is we show our faith in our actions  
Some self isolating and are looking after themselves and their families  
While others have volunteered with Hungerford self isolation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And I heard this story yesterday  
from Dr Julian Urban, a 38-year-old doctor in Lombardy  
Up until two weeks ago, my colleagues and I were atheists…I always 
laughed at my parents when they went to church. Nine days ago, a 75-
year-old pastor came to us for medical help. He had grave respiratory 
problems, but he had a Bible with him and it impressed us that he was 
reading the Bible to the people who were dying and holding their hands. 
 
We were all tired, discouraged doctors, psychologically and physically 
spent, and so we found that we were listening to him... We realized that 
we have reached the limits of what man can do. We need God, and we 
have begun to ask for his help,... We cannot believe that we who were 
fierce atheists are now seeking for interior peace by asking the Lord to 
help us... 
  
The 75-year old pastor [has now] died. Despite the fact that in the last 
three weeks we have had over 120 people die in our unit, and we are all 
exhausted and feel destroyed, he succeeded, despite his own condition 
and our own difficulties, to bring us a PEACE that we no longer hoped to 
find. 
--//-- 
I want to encourage us to be like that 75 year old pastor 
I want to encourage us to be like the sheep and not the goats  
 
And so I suggest that we all make a list of 6 – 8 people we could phone  
It could be your 8 nearest neighbours  
And phone one or two a day  
It will be good for them and it will be good for us too  
 
And may I say be willing to receive help as well  
Rebecca kindly collected our prescription yesterday  
And it saved us hours  
 
3 How can we be ready?  
We are ready when we are BOTH faithful to God  
And we live out our faith by loving our neighbours as we love ourselves  



We live in strange times - When people are rightly anxious  

 

So I want to reassure us that  

The good news is Jesus Is coming to earth again  

And he will put the earth right  -  

And there are sighs of relief  

and there will be shouting for joy – like a wedding feast 

 

And we can make ourselves ready by both  

being faithful to God  

And by living out our faith by loving our neighbours as we love ourselves  

By feeding the hungry  

By welcoming the stranger and  

By caring for the sick  

 

Pray  

  


