
Matthew 1301-9+18-23      23/2/20 

 

Pray  

 

So we are continuing our discussions in Matthews gospel  

And today we get to Matthew 13 the parable of the sower  

Or as I prefer to call it the parable of the soils  

 

Because God is the sower for all 4 types of soil  

And the seed is the word of God  

OR the seed is message of the kingdom in all 4 types of soil  

The sower and the seed are the same - The difference is in the soils  

 

And this will be true of this mornings sermon  

I hope and pray that as I teach I will sow good seed into each of us  

But the reality is - the same sermon will have different effects in each of us  

And so the key question for us this morning  

Which soil are you most like? 

 

And to help us to think about his I have created a little feedback form  

Which is inside your pew sheet - And there is a pen in every pew  

And I am going to collect these anonymous feedback forms  

In the middle of the sermon – so you have been warned  

 

which soil are you most like?  

 

1 Are you like seed sown on the Path? 

 

Matthew 13.18,19  
18 ‘Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 when anyone 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the 

seed sown along the path.  

 

There will be some this morning who do not understand what I am saying  

And as a result they will have forgotten it before they get home  

It is like a bird has snatched the seed that was sown on the path  

Or the devil as snatched away the message of the kingdom in the sermon  

 

So the question is has the word of God just bounced off you  

Like seed would bounce off a paving stone  

 

1 Are you like seed sown on the Path? 

 

If you are tick 1 on your feedback form  

 

-- 

 



2 Are you like seed sown in a Rocky Place?  

 

Matthew 13.20,21  
20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the 

word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they 

last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 

word, they quickly fall away. 

 

Some people hear the message of the kingdom and they like it  

They like the fact that they are made in the image of God  

They like the fact that God them so much that he came down to earth  

They like the fact that God the Holy Spirit is with them everywhere they go  

 

But when they talk about it their colleagues at work tease them  

Or their family don’t really want them to go to church  

And so they drift away  

and they stop becoming more Christ like  

 

So let me ask you – are you being teased about your faith  

2 Are you like seed sown in a Rocky Place? 

 

If you are tick 2 on your feedback form  

 

3 Are you like seed sown Among Thorns? 

 

Matthew 13.22  
22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the 

word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. 

 

Some people are overwhelmed by their worries  

It may well be worries about their health  

And so they say things like I cant come this week I am just too poorly  

 

Some people are overwhelmed by their work  

And they say things like I can’t come because I am too busy  

Or I have to fly to a meeting in Europe  

Or I have to go to a conference 

 

And some people make themselves busy with their leisure  

and they say things like I cant come because there is a park run or football 

or I cant come because I have to visit my family  

or I cant come because I am at the caravan or centre parcs  

 

so let me ask you are you too busy to go to a home group 

or are you trying to keep up with the Jones’s  

3 Are you like seed sown Among Thorns? 

 

If you are tick 3 on your feedback form  



4 Are you like seed sown in good soil? 

 

Matthew 13.22 

23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word 

and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.’ 

 

Hopefully some of you hear the sermon and understand it  

And as a result you bear a crop  

The crop may be the Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5.22,23  

which is love, Joy and peace  

 

or it may the fruit of good works (Colossians 1.10)  

which is things like reading with year 1 or helping restore the towpath  

or running the parish lunch or ABC 

 

or the fruit may be Making new disciples (Matthew 28.19) 

 

So you might be an ordinary member of the congregation  

But you invite our neighbours to come with you at Christmas  

And what is more they come  

 

Or you might be someone who helps to run the Parish Lunch  

And so you serve about 40 people a month  

Or you help to run ABC and you serve about 25 people each week  

 

so let me ask you  

have you had one or more of your neighbours come along to church  

OR do you both serve other people and they know you are a Christian 

4 Are you like seed sown in good soil? 

 

If you are tick 4 on your feedback form  

 

--//-- 

 

And now lets collect the forms back in  

There is no need to put your name  

I simply want to get a feel for how many people are like which type of soil 

 

OK - Now if you ticked 1  

If you feel you are like seed sown on the path 

then we need to work on helping you to understand the bible  

you might like to come on alpha  

or you might like to join a home group  

or you might like to read a commentary eg Tom Wright on Matthew  

or you might like an app on your phone eg the bible in one year  

 

--//-- 

 

OR – if you ticked 2  

If you feel like seed sown in Ricky Places  

Then we need to remove the stones  

And spend less time with people who mock your faith  

And more time with people who will build you up  

In away it is about choosing our friends carefully  

 

--//-- 

 



OR if you ticked 3  

If you feel like seed sown Among Thorns  

 

Then - lets look after our health  

You might like to eat a little less  

Perhaps like us you could try the 5:2 diet  

where you skip 2 evening meals each week  

AND Lets do a bit more exercise  

And like us walk for about an hour every other day  

 

AND - Lets keep work in check  

Its fine to work a 40 hour week and to travel 2 hours a day  

or it is fine to work a 48 hours week – But not more  

AND Lets have a Sabbath  

a day when we don’t work and do what we enjoy  

For me that might be play in the garden or go for a walk or read a book  

 

AND lets make leisure less important than God  

So if we find ourselves away on a Sunday Lets still go to church 

And lets make time to read our bibles even when we are on holiday  

 

--//-- 

 

As every good Gardener knows  

If we want to have a good crop then we have to look after the soil 

To take out the stones  

To pull out the weeds  

And to add good compost  

 

Lets look after our lives in the same way  

 

PRAY 

 

 


