
Matthew 16.13-19       8/3/20 

 

Pray  

 

So we are continuing through Matthew’s gospel  

And we have got to the hinge of the gospel – Peters confession of faith  

In Matthew 16.13 

 

And my first point is  

Who do people say Jesus is? 

And this comes in Matthew 16.13,14 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ 
14 They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 

others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 

 

Jesus took his disciples away on retreat  

They went into the hills north of Galilee to Caesarea Philippi 

And he reason he took them away was to give them thinking time  

To take them away from the busyness of life - so they could stand back  

And then he asked them some BIG questions 

And he started with ‘Who do people say I am?’ 

 

And the replies the 12 gave him were 

Not Gentle Jesus meek and mild  

Not the Friend of sinners  

But rather one of the people associated with the end times  
14 They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;  

and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 

 

so if we were to ask the same question on the high street? 

What do you think people would say? 

If we were to take a clipboard and ask people “Who do you say Jesus is?”  

What do you think people would say? 

Some would probably say - He didn’t exist  

Some would probably say – he was a person who lived a long time ago  

I don’t know – but I guess the most popular answer would be – Son of God  

And what do you think – do you think some might say he is God? 

 

And then my second point is  

What about you who do you say Jesus is? 

 

And inside the pew sheet I have put a little A6 piece of paper  

And I would love you to write down how you would answer this question  

What about you who do you say Jesus is? 

 

And in our bible passage this comes in Matthew 16.15,16 
15 ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ 
16 Simon Peter answered,  

‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 

 

So what does Peter mean by the Messiah  

And what does Peter mean by the Son of God  

 

Well the Messiah is the Hebrew for anointed one  

And Christ is the Greek for anointed one  

The Jewish nation had been looking forward  

to the coming of the messiah for many many years 

 

Three people were anointed in the public life of Israel 

The Prophets were anointed to be God’s mouth piece  

And to show us what God is like 

The Priests were anointed, to put people in touch with God  

The King was anointed to serve God + to rule over the people of God  

 

And the Jewish expectation was that the Messiah  

would bring both God’s judgment on Israel’s enemies  

and God’s salvation to the people of Israel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



so that is what Messiah means  

what does the Son of God mean?  

Well it is an even more specific title - And it means the King  

and we can still see this title still preserved in Psalm 2  

which was a psalm which was used at a coronation  

and in Psalm 2.6,7 

‘I have installed my king: on Zion, my holy mountain.’ 
7 I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

He said to me, ‘You are my son; today I have become your father. 

So in the Old Testament, in the Psalms largely written by David  

About 1000 years before Christ  

God said to the king ‘You are my son; today I have become your father. 

 

And so when Peter said You are the Messiah the Son of the living God 

You are God’s special envoy  

You are the true leader of the people of God  

 

--//-- 

 

So Now I want us to think about what we wrote  

When I asked you a few moments ago  

What about you who do you say Jesus is? 

 

And I guess some of us wrote the son of God  

What do we mean when we write Son of God? 

And there seem to be 3 possible answers  

1  

Jesus is the son of God in the sense that  

All human beings are made in the image of God  

We could just mean that he was a human being in history  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2  

Or we could mean  

Jesus is an adopted son of God  

a bit like we are the adopted children of God, a bit like Romans 8.14- 

those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 
15 …the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship 

And by him we cry, ‘Abba,[g] Father.’ 
16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs 

 – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 

3 

Or what I believe is Jesus is the son of God  

in the sense that the Nicene Creed means when it says  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,…. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

I believe that Jesus is God 

 

And all of these answers are correct  

so Peter was correct when he said that Jesus was the Son of God  

And he almost certainly meant it in the sense that  

Jesus was the true king of the Jews, The true leader of the people of God  

 

And I am also correct when I say I believe that Jesus is the son of God  

and understand it to mean  

God from God, light from light, True God from true God  

 

--//-- 

 

And this question “Who do you say Jesus is?” 

Is probably the most important question anyone ever asked 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8+&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-28132g


And I have one last point I would like to make 

And that is  

We have the keys to the kingdom 

 

In Matthew 16.18,19 Jesus says  
18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[b] and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades[c] will not overcome it. 

 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 

on earth will be[d] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be[e] loosed in heaven.’ 

 

Here Jesus is clearly talking to Peter – that is what he says  

But later on Jesus says much the same thing to all of the disciples 

 

So for example in Matthew 18.18 
18 ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[e] bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be[f] loosed in heaven. 

 

And in John 20.22,23 when Jesus is with the 12  
22 And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven;  

if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 

 

So I honestly believe we have the keys to the kingdom  

And it is up to each and every one of us  

To pray for our friends and family, neighbours and colleagues 

To pray for them  

To invite them and  

To bring them to church and church events  

 

Because if we don’t show them Gods love  

And tell them about the stories of Jesus  

They simply will not know how to answer the question  

Who do you say Jesus is? 

 

Pray  
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