
The Fruit of the Spirit Faithfulness 

 

Pray  

 

So today we are going to be thinking about  

the next segment of the fruit of the Spirit – which is faithfulness  

 

and just to reiterate – the fruit of the Spirit is in the singular  

it is the fruit of the Spirit and so to say the fruits of the spirit is wrong  

so I usually put it like this the fruit of the spirit is like an orange  

there are nine segments and we ar all growing in all 9 of them  

 

It is not a pick and mix  

Where I say I will have love and joy and peace  

And Alison you can to the patience for both of us  

 

The fruit of the spirit is like and Orange  

And we are all growing in all 9 segments  

 

--//-- 

 

So to come to faithfulness  

WHAT does faithfulness mean? 

 

It means Reliable, dependable and consistent  

It means Loyal, dedicated and trustworthy   

 

 

And WHY should we be faithful?  

 

The first reason is  

We are faithful because God is faithful  

This is the same as every segment of the fruit of the Spirit  

And that is – the fruit of the Spirit describes God’s character  

 

And when we are adopted by God  

when we become followers of Jesus  

Then the Holy Spirit gives us the family likeness  

The Holy Spirit begins to grow God’s character in us  

 

So We are loving because God is loving  

We are joyful because God is joyful  

And We are faithful because God is faithful  

 

--//-- 

 

and WHY should we be faithful?  

the second reason us  

We are faithful because God rewards faithfulness  

 

That is why I read Matthew 25.14-28 The Parable of the Talents  

In which God says to the first two servants  
21 

‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 

been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 

Come and share your master’s happiness!” 

And that is our aim as followers of Jesus  

To have God say to us at the pearly gates  

Well done good and faithful servant!  

Come and share your master’s happiness! 

 

We are faithful because God rewards faithfulness  



And now I want to spend most of my time thinking about HOW  

HOW can we demonstrate our faithfulness? 

 

And the here I have 5 top tips  

Top Tip No 1 – Let us Keep our word  

 

Ecclesiastes 5.5  
 
It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfil it. 

 

And my guess is we have all learned this the hard way  

When we said to our children something like  

You can have a sweet when you have finished your homework  

And one of the early lessons of parenting is – they never forget  

It is a light hearted illustration  

But I am making a serious point Let us keep our word  

 

I wonder if we have ever said “The cheque is in the post” when it isn’t  

Or how about “I will pray for you” and then we don’t  

 

And a pet bugbear of mine is timekeeping  

When some asks what time is the meeting and I say  

its on Tuesday at 7.30 pm at my house  

and they say “OK I’ll be there” 

and some people are brilliant they turn up at 7.25 

while others – turn up at 7.35 as though nothing was wrong!!!! 

1 Let us keep our word   

 

HOW can we demonstrate our faithfulness? 

Top Tip No 2 – Let us prioritise our marriages  

 

Hebrews 13.4 Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed 

kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

 

Yes of course we must not commit adultery  

– it is one of the ten commandments  

 

And Jesus says we should avoid lust as well  

Matthew 5.27,28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 

lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29 

If your 

right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 

better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to 

be thrown into hell. 

 

But these are not the only things which dishonour our marriages  

Which is why I have called this point  

Let’s prioritise our marriages  

After our relationship with God  

Our relationship with our spouse should be our second priority  

Our marriages should be above our work  

it is a blessing to work God himself works  

but our marriages are more important than our work  

 

Our marriages should be above our leisure  

There is nothing wrong with Football or Golf or whatever your leisure is   

but our marriages are more important than our leisure  

 

2 Let us prioritise our marriages 

 



HOW can we demonstrate our faithfulness?   

Top Tip 3 – Let us commit ourselves to a local church 

 

In the C of E the Electoral roll is our membership list  

But I wonder – do you know where the word membership came from? 

 

It comes from Paul’s letters  

In Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4  

Paul describes the church as being like the body of Christ 

And us as members or literally the limbs of the body  

 

And so if you are not with us one Sunday  

It is like the body has had a leg or an armed chopped off  

And we miss you because we are getting along as best we can  

But it is like having an arm or a leg chopped off 

 

And when we do commit ourselves to a local church Jesus says  

Other people – our neighbours - will know that we are true Christians 

John 13. 34,35  
34 

‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. 
35 

By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.’ 

 

3 Let us commit ourselves to a local church  

HOW can we demonstrate our faithfulness?   

Top Tip No 4 – Let us stand by our friends  

 

Proverbs 17.17  

A friend loves at all times, 

    and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 

 

So let me ask you  

Who can you rely on to be there for you? 

I hope and pray that for each of us there are 5 / 6 people we can rely on  

 

And who can truly rely upon you?  

Who would you go to help whatever their need?  

And do they know?  

 

I have been using this book  

The power to change you life by Rick Warren  

To help me think about h te fruit of the Spirit  

And he says this  

QUOTE Page 106  

 

Let us stand by our friends  

 

--//-- 

 

The fruit of the Spirit includes Faithfulness  

God is faithful  

And he rewards faithfulness in his followers by saying  

Well done good and faithful servant.  

Come and enjoy your masters happiness. 

 

In fact he is so keen on our being faithful  

That His Holy Spirit works with us to grow the fruit of the Spirit in us  

So lets pray that the Holy Spirit will bhe at work in each of us  


